
 PSC/ENV 313W  Natural Resources Law and Policy 
 
Spring 2012  Dr. Susan Buck 
TTh 11:00-12:15  219 Graham, no phone (state budget cuts!) 
 
How to get in touch with me: 
 
Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursday when I'm not in class or at lunch.  I am also available by 
appointment Monday and Wednesday afternoons.   
 
E-mail: sjbuck@uncg.edu  I don't check e-mail every day, so if your message is time critical, you 
should call.  If you want to discuss something, come in during office hours or call. If you do send e-
mail, don't send attachments. 
 
Home phone: _______, only between 9:30 and 4:00, Monday and Wednesday.  If you do not live in the 
Greensboro calling area, please be sure to include your area code when you leave your phone number, 
and when you will be available for a return call. Please do 
not call evenings or weekends. 
 
When I need to contact the class, I will either post an announcement on Blackboard or send an email.  
Emails usually go to your university account, so check it regularly. 
 
Course Description: The study of state, federal, and international natural resources policy and law.  
Topics include acquisition and management of public lands, wildlife, biodiversity, and resource 
conservation.  Writing intensive. 
 
Course Goals 
 
1. Students will become familiar with the major federal land management agencies such as Bureau 

of Land Management, National Park Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Fish & Wildlife Service, 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA), and National Forest Service. 

2. Students will learn how natural resources management developed as a public policy issue 
during the last century. 

3. Students will become familiar with key court cases that define the relationships among agencies 
and citizens. 

4. Students will learn how political, economic, and legal factors have changed natural resource 
management from 1940 to the present. 

5. Students will improve skills in writing and in critical thinking. 
 
 
Texts 
 
1. Strunk, William  Strunk, Jr. and E. B. White, Elements of Style.  5th ed.  Boston: Allyn and 

Bacon, 2000. 
       
2. Knight, Richard and Courtney White, eds.  Conservation for a New Generation.  Washington, 

D.C.: Island Press, 2009. 
 
3. High Country News ($5 non-refundable subscription fee is due in class during the first week) 

 
4.   Readings from Knight, Richard and Sarah Bates, eds. A New Century for Natural Resources 

Management.  Washington, D.C.: Island Press, 1995. All on Blackboard 
 

Anderson, Stanley. “Traditional Approaches and Tools in Natural Resources Management.” 61-
74 



 
Cutler, M. Rupert.  “Old Players with New Power: The Nongovernmental Organizations.” 189-
208 

 
Knight, Richard and T. Luke George.  “New Approaches, New Tools: Conservation Biology.” 
279-295 

 
Meine, Curt.  “The Oldest Task in Human History.” 7-35 

 
Nelson, Robert. “The Federal Land Management Agencies.” 37-59 

 
Pickett, S. and Richard Ostfeld.  “The Shifting Paradigm in Ecology.” 261-278 

. 
5. Other readings on Blackboard. 
 

Buck, Susan.  “How to Brief a Case.” From Understanding Environmental Administration and 
Law (Island Press, 2006). 

 
Leopold, Aldo.  “The Land Ethic.” Sand County Almanac. Oxford University Press, 1949: 201-
226. 

 
Cases (note: There may be several cases with similar names; check the citation to be sure you have the 
correct case.) 
 
Alaska Wildlife Alliance v. Jensen, 108 F.3d 1065 (9th Cir., 1997), standing to challenge commercial 
fishing in a national park 
 
Ecology Center Inc. v. Austin, 430 F.3d 1057 (9th Cir., 2005), challenge to Forest Service policy 
allowing post-fire logging in old-growth forests 
 
Metcalf v. Daley, 214 F. 3d 1135 (9th Cir., 2000), federal permission for gray whale hunt by Makah 
tribe 
 
Sierra Club v. Marita, 46 F.3d 606 (1995), timber sales in Nicolet & Chequamegon National Forests 
violate National Forest Management Act 
 
Sierra Club v. Martin, 168 F.3d 1 (1999), Forest Service compliance with National Forest Management 
Act requirements to protect at-risk populations of plants and animals 
 
Wilderness Public Rights Fund v. Kleppe, 608 F. 2d 1250 (9th Cir.,1979), commercial and non-
commercial rafting on the Colorado River 
 
You should brief each case (except for Alaska Wildlife Alliance, which we will do in class on 9 
September) and be prepared to answer questions on the facts, the questions, the decision, and the 
reasoning.  
 
All the cases are in the library and available on the Internet at the FINDLAW site and on LEXIS-
NEXIS on the UNCG Library site. FINDLAW cases are in a clearer format. My current favorite source 
is Open Jurist: http://openjurist.org   The only problem is that they do not show the original pagination, 
but the format is extremely clear. An alternate site that may print better is 
http://bulk.resource.org/courts.gov/c/F2/  It’s not as user-friendly. 
 
 
 
 
Course Requirements: 



 
100/1000 High Country News (HCN): In-class discussion and activities (4 classes) 
200 Abstracts, case briefs, speaker and field trip reports 
450  two in-class exams 
250 volunteer project or environmental policy case study 
 
Class participation will be used to decide borderline grades.  Class participation involves being present 
and prepared.  It also involves joining in discussions, but do not confuse quantity with quality. 
 
High Country News (HCN) 
 
Everyone will subscribe to High Country News.  This can become a class-management nightmare, 
so I will collect subscription money from each of you for a semester subscription.  Cost is $5.00 
for eight issues. The newspapers will be mailed to my house, and I’ll distribute them in class.  I can’t 
give you a refund if you drop the class, but you will be able to get your copies on my office door.  Read 
each issue very carefully, cover to cover, every word (well, maybe not all the classified).  Be prepared 
to summarize stories and to critique them.  You may be asked to propose follow-up stories, or to offer 
alternative perspectives, or to discuss policy implications of the stories' content.  I might ask for a 
"letter to the editor" or an impromptu play based on one of the stories.  You might be asked about job 
applications, or western culture, or your opinion of the federal-Indian relationship.  Read carefully and 
think about what -- and who -- is behind the stories and what this means for public policy. 
 
Abstracts/Case Briefs/Speakers/Field Trips 
 
Readings (abstracts): For each of the readings (not the law cases), you must write an abstract. These 
should be typed, single-spaced, no longer than one-half page.  Be sure to put a full bibliographic 
citation at the top of each abstract.  If more than one reading is assigned, it’s okay to put the abstracts 
on the same page, but you still need separate abstracts. These are concise summaries of the content of 
the readings, not your reaction to them. Don’t describe: for example, do not write “This article is about 
how to brief a case.”  Instead write “A case brief has five major sections.  Write a separate response for 
each reading. Due the day the readings are discussed. 
 
Case Briefs: You must brief the law cases; they should be typed.  If you have never briefed a case, read 
Buck, “How to Brief a Case.”  We will brief Alaska Wildlife Alliance v. Jensen (1997) in class; I will 
not collect or grade the briefs you bring to that class. For all the other cases, I will collect your briefs at 
the end of class.  You may (and should) make notes on your briefs. Due the day the cases are 
discussed. 
 
Speaker (Dr. Bridle on April 3): Provide a brief summary of the content and your reaction.  No longer 
than one-half page, typed and single-spaced. Due the class after he speaks. 
 
Field Trip (Guilford Courthouse National Military Park): Summarize what we did or saw or heard, and 
then provide your reaction.  No more than one single-spaced page. This trip depends on class 
schedules.  I'd expect to leave campus around 10:30 and to be back by 1:00.  If you have class 
conflicts, you can go on your own.  If too many students have conflicts, we won't do this as a class. Due 
Feb 23. 
 
General Rules for Written Responses:  
 
Reading responses and briefs are due on the day of the discussion; field trip and speaker responses are 
due the next class period.  Under no circumstances will I accept a response after class is dismissed on 
the day it was due, although I may waive a specific assignment if you have a real crisis.  You may fax 
them: 334-4315.  
 
If you know in advance that you will miss class, you may turn abstracts/briefs in early or send them 
with a classmate.  You may not submit them by email without prior permission; reasons for e-mail 



submissions include medical or family emergencies, snow or ice, or similar unexpected  circumstances 
that make it impossible for you to come to class.  
 
These are graded on a ten-point scale; if your abstract/case brief/speaker-field trip response average is, 
for example, 8.5, you will earn 85% of the 250 points available for this part of the course requirements. 
 
Volunteer Project or Environmental Policy Case Study 
 
Volunteer Project 
 
One option is to volunteer with a local environmental project.  Examples of possible activities include 
working at the Guilford Courthouse National Military Park (this is usually clearing brush) or Kathleen 
Clay Edwards Library (Greensboro's environmental library), serving as a student representative on one 
of UNCG's Climate Action Plan committees, volunteering with the Natural Science Center (you can't 
work with the animals unless you have taken their training course -- but that's helpful if you  are 
thinking of interning there) or the Piedmont Environmental Center (Jamestown), working with city 
gardens.....  lots of opportunities.  Several years ago two students who lived in Winston spent several 
hours a week picking up trash in the city parks.  It doesn't have to be dramatic.  This is volunteer work, 
not interning. 
 
Projects must be cleared with me in advance; you must discuss them with me before you 
approach the agency or organization with which you hope to work. 
 
If you chose this option, once an agreement is signed, you may not change your mind.  
Agreements must be in place and the project begun by 24 January.  The work will continue 
through 12 April (unless you have special circumstances, such as working on the city's Earth Day 
program or volunteering with the Climate Action Planning Process. 
 
This project must be undertaken explicitly for this class; you may not use an on-going project, or 
your current job, or any other pre-existing arrangement to satisfy this portion of the course 
requirements. 
 
 If you choose this option, you must follow these guidelines: 
 
1. The activity must have independent supervision (for example, the park superintendent, the local 
Sierra Club chapter president, or Cub/Scout pack leader).   
 
2. You must negotiate a signed agreement with the supervisor that you will work a set amount of 
time for the entire semester.  The minimum is 2 hours per week; travel time doesn't count. I must 
receive this signed agreement on or before 26 January.  
 
3. The work load must be evenly distributed over the semester.  Ideally, you will work the same 
number of hours each week.  I will allow some flexibility here, but you may not have a project which 
requires a short, intense burst of activity rather than a semester-long involvement unless I have 
approved it. 
 
4. The supervisor must certify to me at the middle (due 28 February) and the end of the term 
(due 26 April) that you have satisfied the terms of your agreement (and done it well!).  I will probably 
visit or call at least once during the semester to talk with your supervisor.  The agreement and 
supervisor report forms will be on BlackBoard.  Late reports will reduce your grade. 
 
5. In addition to the actual work, you must do the following: 
 

a. Keep a regular (at least weekly) journal that describes your activities and records your 
reactions/responses or preliminary analyses about the agency.  Due 28 February and 
with final report. 



 
b. Discuss your learning outcomes: for example, what have you learned about 

environmental law, public relations, personnel management, volunteer management, 
sewers, trail maintenance, etc.?  Supplemental material should be included (photos, 
teaching materials, reports, etc.).  Due 26 April. 

 
lengths:  The journal is however long it needs to be; learning outcomes may be no more than 7 pages.  
These are maxima, not necessarily goals.  Supplemental materials are not counted toward the maximum 
pages. 
 
Your grade will be based on the supervisor's reports (written and oral) and the written material. 
 
Environmental Policy Case Study 
 
If you prefer, you may write a substantial academic analysis of one of two case studies on Blackboard: 
"Cape Wind" or "Ecosystem-Based Management in the Chesapeake Bay."  Don't waste space 
summarizing the case; be sure to cite both the case and outside research appropriately.  You should 
draw on our readings and discussions; I expect you to do additional research and to follow all the usual 
rules regarding academic integrity.  You may also use your own informed and supported opinions.  This 
should be a rigorous analysis.  Use Turabian in-text reference list citation style. 
 
Tests 
 
These will be identification, short answer, and essay.  I will furnish a review sheet about a week before 
the tests. 
 
General Rules for Assignments 
 
1. All assignments must be typed, 12-point or larger font (12-point, 10-point, 8-point), regular 

margins.  Use Turabian in-text citation style.  Style sheets are available in the library. 
 
2. No cover pages or folders or title pages.  It wastes trees.  However, only use one side of each 

page, although I realize that wastes trees as well. 
 
3. Remember:  If you know in advance that you will miss class, you may turn summaries in early 

or send them with a classmate. Don't e-mail summaries without permission  You may fax them: 
334-4315. 

 
 No late work accepted after Reading Day. 
 
4. Page limits and deadlines are absolutes.  Don't ask for exceptions or extensions short of 

catastrophes such as the death of a family member or a life-threatening illness.  If you can't turn 
the work in on time, be prepared to accept the consequences. 

 
6. Be aware of the dangers of plagiarism.  I will automatically fail any assignment containing 

plagiarized material if I feel there has been a deliberate effort to use another's work as your 
own, and I will reduce the grade of an assignment with careless plagiarism. 

 
Having a problem with your computer, or the printer, or compatibility between your system and 
someone else's is not a valid reason for missing an assignment or for being late. 
 
A Note on Plagiarism 
 
 Plagiarism is using the language, ideas, or data of another scholar without acknowledging the 
source.  The faculty view this as an extremely serious offense.  Sanctions for plagiarism range from 
failing the plagiarized assignment to expulsion from the University. 



 There are three central reasons to acknowledge the work of other scholars.  First, scholars' 
works are their professional products.  To use it as your own is stealing, and your own work becomes a 
forgery.  Second, other scholars may wish to build on your work or to explore some idea further.  If you 
have provided good documentation, their work is simplified.  Third, your source may be wrong.  If you 
use the information without attribution, you are responsible for the error. 
 Remember: be honest, be helpful, be safe. 
Here's the Golden Rule of Citations: when in doubt, cite.  No one ever got in trouble for too many 
citations. 
 
Myths:
1. Paraphrasing eliminates the need for citations.  FALSE.  It only eliminates the need for 

quotation marks. 
2. Any data found in three places is "common knowledge" and needs no citation.  FALSE.  

"Common knowledge" is a pit for the unwary.  The safe test is whether an average person 
would know this information.  Thus, that the Declaration of Independence became official on 4 
July 1776 is probably common knowledge, but a reference to Brown v. Board of Education 
needs a citation.  Remember the Golden Rule of Citations: when in doubt, cite. 

3. Tables, charts, and diagrams don't need citations.  FALSE.  They are data and their design is 
creative.  Cite!



 

 

 
Preliminary Class Schedule: unless otherwise marked, readings are from Knight and White, 

Conservation for a New Generation.  Readings marked “BB” are on Blackboard. 
 
Week   Topic/Assignment     
 
 
1  Jan 10 Introduction 
    Jan 12          Meine, “Oldest Task in Human History” (BB) don't forget that abstracts are due 
                        Meine, “This Place in Time” 

  
  2  Jan 17 Leopold, “The Land Ethic” (BB)    

  White, “Land Health” 
  Budd, “ Where Will the Moose Live?” 
    Jan 19 Buck: “How to Brief a Case” (BB) no summary due 
  Read Alaska Wildlife Alliance v. Jensen (1997) We will use this case to learn how 
  to brief. At a minimum, read it carefully before class, but it would be even better    to
 
3  Jan 24        movie: The Greatest Good 
    Jan 26        Nelson, "Federal Land Management Agencies" (BB) 
                      Cheng, "Natural Resource Agencies: The Necessity for Change" 
                      Volunteer Contract due 
 
4  Jan 31        Case brief due: Ecology Center Inc. v. Austin (2005) 
    Feb 2          Case brief due: Sierra Club v. Martin (1999) 
 
5  Feb 7         High Country News discussion 1 
    Feb 9         Adams, "Parks and Protected Areas: Conserving Lands Across Administrative 

Boundaries" 
 
6  Feb 14        case brief due: Sierra Club v. Marita (1995) 
                       Test 1 review handed out 
    Feb 16        Tentative:  Field Trip: Guilford Courthouse National Military Park 

7  Feb 21        TEST 1 
    Feb 23        case brief due: Wilderness Public Rights Fund v. Kleppe (1979) 
                       Field Trip Report due 
 
8  Feb 28        Anderson, "Traditional Approaches and Tools..." (BB) 
                       Pickett & Ostfeld, "The Shifting Paradign in Ecology" (BB) 
                       Knight & George, "New Approaches, New Tools... (BB) 
                       Volunteer Supervisor's Report and Student Journal due 
    Mar 1         Cutler, "Old Players with New Power...." (BB) 
                       Ginn, "Conservation at the Speed of Business"  
 
9  Mar  6 & 8  Spring Break 
 
10 Mar 13      High Country News discussion 2 
     Mar 15      movie: Empty Oceans, Empty Nets 

 



 

 

11 Mar 20       Crona, "Communication Networks, Leadership, and Conservation...." 
                       Dewees, "Innovators Down Under: New Zealand's Fisheries" 
                       Forbes, "Reciprocity: To ward a New Relationship" 
     Mar 22      case brief due: Metcalf v. Daly (2002) 
  
12 Mar 27      Speakers: UNCG Entrepreneurs 
     Mar 29      High Country News discussion 3 
 
13 Apr 3         guest speaker: Dr. Ken Bridle, Piedmont Land Conservancy 
     Apr 5          Hilty & Groves: “Conservation Planning: New Tools and Approaches” 
                       Kelly, “California North Coast Forest Conservation Initiative” 
            Andrew: “Farmer as Conservationist” 
                       Dagget, “Collaboration as Teacher” 
   
14 Apr 10      Propst, Davis, Shepard, & Chambers: “Economic Incentives..." 
                      Davis: “What’s Sauce for the Goose...” 
     Apr 12      Sherrod, “Working Wildlands” 
 
 
15 Apr 17      High Country News Discussion 4  
     Apr 19      TEST 2 
  

 
 
 
 
Final exam: noon April 26 (the day after Reading Day).  Volunteer report (including final 
supervisors report and final journal) or Environmental Policy Case Study due. Extra credit 
(½ letter grade) if turned in on April 23 by 4:00. 
             
 
 
 


